102                            GUSTAV MAHLER
There was an old consumptive friend of my father's, who
transferred all the love he had had for him to Mahler; he found
his one outlet in seeking out songs for Mahler to set to music and
bringing to his notice anything that might be a stimulus to him.
It was from him Mahler got hold of "The Chinese Flute/3 a
recent translation from the Chinese by Hans Bethge. He was
delighted with it and put it on one side for future use. Now,
after the loss of his child and the alarming verdict on his heart,
exiled from his home and his workshop^ these poems came back
to his mind; and their infinite melancholy answered to his own.
Before we left Schluderbach he had sketched out,, on our long,
lonely walks, those songs for orchestra which took final shape as
"Das Lied von der Erde" a year later..